
Here is a man who had started from rock bottom before he 
eventually became so successful, that his monthly banks credit 
portfolio exceeded two hundred million riyals.

 businessman who owns a eet of twenty lar e, modern 
commercial ships. et, accordin  to one of his ac uaintances, he 
is full off benevolence and ood deeds. his has accompanied 
him throu hout his ourney of ra s to riches, but he loves it to the 

extent that he does not want anyone to ar ue with him about it, 
because his love for God and people has always been his passion 
and stimulus.
He is heikh bdul atif ameel, the cars and properties ma nate 
who anticipates a bri ht future for this sacred country under its 
wise and beloved leadership. ka  had the followin  chat with 
this week s uest of  ay ff .

Sheikh Abdul Latif Jameel begins the talk with the 
mystery behind his strong attachment to the sea. 
He says:
“My father used to spend three months of every 
year on an island that the government used as a 
place to quarantine pilgrims before it was later 
abandoned. We used to take all that we needed 
for a three-month journey; supplies, water and 
even live sheep. For me, the sea represents many 
memories, and not all of them are necessarily 
happy ones. ne day, a huge sh pulled the shing 
rope that was in my hand so fast it looped around 
my neck, and if Ahmad was not there with me and 
reacted quickly by cutting the rope with his knife, 
I would not be here today. In another incident, 
our small shing boat tipped over and only the 
goodness of God saved us from sinking. Yet there 
are happy memories that shaped the relationship 
between the sea and me”.

My grandfather was a judge:
y father loved shin , sharks in particular. hat 

is why he used to o out to the island. He worked as 
a head of clerks in the customs. y randfather was 
a ud e, and until today, there are still some rulin  
documents bearin  his si nature .

 heikh bdul atif then addresses the sub ect of 
the vacation, sayin

 spend all my vacations inside the kin dom except 
one month in Europe. My weekends are dedicated to 
the sea. hat trip to the island used to take one to two 
hours. he overnment was usin  that island to isolate 
the pil rims and make sure they did not transfer 
disease if they had any. Later it was abandoned and 
became deserted .

We are still at the beginning of the road 
when it comes to vacations:

 ith re ards to vacations in the kin dom, com-
pared to overseas countries, he notes
“Overseas, people are very keen on their vacations; 
this can reach as far as plannin  them by the hour. On 
the other hand, we here are still takin  baby steps.  

hankfully, the capabilities have become available. 
Still, some people do not really care about vacations 
at all .

There were no vacations in Jeddah:
** Sheikh Abdul Latif retrieves old memories of 
vacations in Jeddah before Al-Hamra and Corniche 
existed. He says

here were no vacations in Jeddah before the 
transformation under His Ma esty the late in  Abdul 
Aziz. Even on Fridays, the country's public holiday, 
the market used to open for  hours. his was  or 

 years a o, and despite all that workload, whoever 
made  to  pounds in a season felt very happy 
about it".

Vacations are important... however:
“ orkin  hard with no vacations has its disadvan-
ta es. t is well-known that a clear mind can better 
produce and innovate; it can also invent new ways for 
development and evolution .
** About the places in the in dom where one can 
spend a vacation, he says
“ espite the availability of wonderful places such as 
Al-Hadda or the sea, the lack of facilities and resorts 
remains the main problem .

Progress is on the way:
** n response to a uestion about applyin  broader 
ideas to create a real vacation, Sheikh Abdul Latif 
Jameel answers
“ ro ress does not wait. t is like a storm; when it 

comes, you can do nothin  about it other than close 
your windows. t is happenin ; evolution is on the 
way. he hi her your livin  status ets, the better your 
life will become. he new eneration will de nitely 
be different from the previous one. No matter how 
rich and creative your ima ination is, ten years a o 
you could not have foreseen what was oin  to hap-
pen today. Similarly, you cannot foresee today what 
will happen in such a short period of time into the 
future, no matter how bi  your dreams are .

The English language is more important 
than certi cates:
** hen asked about his expectations re ardin  fu-
ture enerations, openness, potential development and 

ood customs and traditions that we have inherited 
from our ancestors. He replies
" n fact, the citizens of the in dom who have been 
brou ht up on the customs and traditions of their 
parents still maintain them. On the other hand, the 
bene ts of studyin  abroad are reat. t is vital nowa-
days to be skilled in En lish lan ua e; it may turn out 
to be better than a formal uali cation. n my opinion, 
En lish lan ua e alone mi ht be enou h as most of 
the businesses and banks have their transactions done 
in En lish today .
** Sheikh Abdul Latif, how ood is your command of 
the En lish lan ua e
"Not that stron , but all my children are uent in 
En lish".

Primary education in the past was better 
than today’s Secondary:
** n response to a uestion about his be innin s, he 
links his memories with the city of Jeddah, where he 
was born and raised
"I went to the main school (Harat Al-Sham) which 
was founded durin  the rei n of the urks". 
** e ardin  the uality of education at that time, 
Sheikh Abdul Latif explains
" here were schools for the primary and secondary 
sta es, in addition to the hi h school sta e which 
leads to raduation. he primary sta e consisted of a 
number of years, and was better than the secondary 
sta e nowadays, but the teachers then were not hi hly 

uali ed. here were Saudi, Ira i, and E yptian teach-
ers. I did not reach the hi h school sta e; I passed the 
primary, but left school durin  the secondary sta e.
** On the curriculum, he continues
" he sub ects tau ht at that time included literature, 

rammar, the uran, dictation, calli raphy and com-
position. I enrolled in school at a youn  a e, about  
or  years old. he primary sta e was around  to  

years back then, and I left school at the a e of .

I was not an excellent student:
** How ood were you at school
“Honestly, I was lazy in exams. hey asked me ues-
tions like, how old are you  hey asked me once, 
where is the prophet now  I told them, in the sky . 

When my father asked me how I did in the exam, I 
told him that I passed. He asked me how, I told him 
about the prophet uestion. He lau hed and said, who 
told you the prophet is in the sky  His rave is in 
Al-Medina . He felt sad that I did not pass .

I left school because of my father:
** When asked why he left school, he replies
“My father told me and my brother that we had 
enou h education. We both left school and approached 
every public department or or anization to nd a ob. 
I worked at the municipality s tele raph section. We 

ained extensive experience, as workin  in an early 
sta e of your life has many advanta es. Our last work-
in  experience was in the Customs.
** hat means you ended up with the same work your 
father used to have.
“ es .

Everyone in Jeddah was related:
** About the home he was raised in, he says
“Our home was in the (Sham) nei hborhood, the 
house is still there today. After our father told us to 
leave school, we moved to the ( emen) nei hbor-
hood. here were four nei hborhoods; Sham, emen, 
Mazloum, and Al- ahr .
“At that time, Jeddah was under the rulin  of Al-Sha-
rif and everyone was related. It was a small city 
surrounded by a wall; de nitely everyone would know 
each other . 
“Now, Jeddah has rown to become  Ms lon  and 

 Ms wide. At that time, Jeddah was so small you 
could walk around its perimeter .

How was Jeddah then? What was the 
general appearance of the city’s lifestyle 
at that time and how simple was life?
 ** Sheikh Abdul Latif Jameel takes some moments to 
remember Jeddah s old days as if he is watchin  them 
a ain. He then adds
“People of Jeddah used to move and live on the roofs 
of their homes and let the pil rims stay inside their 
homes for a certain amount of money. Our lives 
were very tou h, the nancial situation and health 
conditions were poor. We used to nd worms inside 
the drinkin  water. If your father was not a stron  
individual, you would not live well. A few merchants  

** About his opinion on wealth bein  limited to specif-
ic domains, he says
“As I said earlier, circumstances shape people

Obsessed with good deeds:
** One of the employees workin  for Abdul Latif 
Jameel takes part in the talk, and says
“Abdul Latif Jameel has a deep commitment for the 
love of kindness and ood deeds. I work with him, 
he has never been upset with me or shouted at me; 
but only once when it was related to charity. He is 
concerned with ood deeds and he directs all his 
employees towards that. He has a bi  charity pro ect, 
some know about it but he refuses to talk about it. He 
becomes an ry when someone does talk about it.

Merchants aim for pro t only:
** Sheikh Abdul Latif oins in a ain and says
“ here are many ood men. If all the merchants came 
to ether to build a hospital that was not pro t-ori-
ented, the bene t would be in the service itself. hey 
cannot, they do not think in that way. Some people 
think their lives are made for them only, they do not 
know that servin  others is a hu e ood deed. Frank-
ly, merchants think about the pro t only

I give my sons the freedom to take their 
own decisions:
** About his sons  education, he says
“Some of them studied in E ypt while the others in 
the SA.
** And on how to raise children properly
“Guidance is the key. Proper uidance and avoid-
in  violence, rather entleness, love and sympathy 
instead. I ive them the freedom to take their own 
decisions. If one of my sons wants to stop one of my 
directions at work, he says “leave it, and I will talk 
with my father about it.

We did not have universities:
** e ardin  his sons  education abroad, he contin-
ues
“When ousef nished hi h school there were no 
universities in the in dom. He went to eirut alon  
with Ma di. hen I moved him to London. When he 
came back here, he put on the ( hob), our traditional 
clothes. Western life has not affected him. hanks 
God, all my children are very polite and decent, some 
of them do not even smoke and they respect people, 
as if they were raised in this country. he fact that 
they were away from me did not affect their person-
alities; we were always in touch. Mohammed is with 
me now, ousef is handlin  my businesses abroad and 
Ma di is studyin . Nothin  is faraway nowadays, the 
world has become like a hand.

Two and a half ounces of gold in every ton 
of stone:
** Another aspect of Abdul Latif Jameel s profes-
sional life is Property; is it a healthy phenomenon  
He replies
“If there currently is any de ciency, it is temporary. 

here is no fear of a price drop in the lon  term; it is 
ettin  better. If we want to build hu e pro ects, we 

have the wealth. hat is in addition to the minerals 
found durin  the process; in every ton of stone there 
are .  ounces of old here in the in dom, this is a 
very hi h percenta e. he future of the country in this 
aspect has nothin  to be concerned about.
** And on the wide spread of property traders
“ here are those who fail in the property eld, and 
there are those who succeed. God says, (Whoever is 

iven wisdom has been iven much ood). Wisdom is 
absolute mindfulness.

Price increments are fabricated:
** On in ation and price increases, he says
“ his is ordinary in every country. In some countries, 
there are two factors; price increases and the lack of 
money. However, thanks God, money is available 
here. ou ive  iyals to someone who is sup-
posed to be poor; they tell you it is so little and that it 
is been a month since they came to you for help. If the 
same happens in another country, they would be hap-
py with as little as a Piaster. his means the in ation 
and the lack of money in our country are fabricated. 

he overnment does not apply taxes,  is not a tax. 
In ation is invented by the merchants but people do 
not care; they want to buy somethin , they are asked 
to pay two Riyals, they pay two Riyals while the real 
cost is half a Riyal only. If you o to wholesalers, you 
will nd buy an item for two and a half Riyals while 
you need to pay ve Riyals to buy it from the retails 
shops. Competition is very important.

Monopolists play a major role in in a-

tion:
“ he overnment does thin s like no other overn-
ment in the world; the  tax is nothin  and cars pric-
es are re ulated. wo merchants from Riyadh visited 
us. hey watched us for a couple of days to see how 
we do business here and to study our commercial 
climate. In the end, they found out that our pro ts in 
cars  spare parts are the least in the world,  only. 

his is one of my principles; I believe that if you sell 
for less you will receive God s blessin s. A person 
came to the prophet and told him, “May God make 
you live lon er . he prophet replied that your life 
does not et lon er or shorter, say may God bless your 
life instead. I used to know someone who used to sell 
what was worth ve for ve hundred; he and all his 
money are now one.

Two billions, the annual bank credit:
** About his wealth, he says
We have a lot, thanks God. his is of course one of 
the profession s secrets. I can tell you we open letters 
of credit for more than two billion Riyals every 
month, and we have twenty bi  modern ships. I prefer 
not to disclose the total amount of my wealth. Let us 
ust say, I have many businesses and enterprises.

** On the balance between citizenship and tradin , 
how to work for his bene t as a merchant and at the 
same time serve his country. He says
“Patriotism is part of faith. I love Jeddah in a way you 
cannot ima ine. I follow what happens in it, I love 
the people of my country and wish them well. When I 
hear that my fellow citizens are in ood shape, I feel 
very happy. God has his own wisdom in distributin  
wealth amon st people; he would make everyone 
wealthy and happy if he wanted. God has his own 
rationale that we cannot understand. He made some 
thin s our minds can comprehend, while other thin s 
really confuse us, beyond our understandin . ake 
human bein s for example, our eye has two million 
lenses inside it! You see someone very poor, then later 
you nd out he has become very wealthy.

** hen Sheikh Abdul Latif speaks about accusin  the 
Saudi businessman that he takes more than he ives. 
He explains
“ his is not the case for all our businessmen. here 
are many competitions and challen es, and this is 
normal. A businessman mi ht have oods that are 
not bein  sold, and he needs to pay the bank back, he 
mi ht have many obli ations and then receives more 

oods, he wants to make  pro t but cannot.  

Limiting car imports is unlikely:
** Re ardin  the traf c ams spreadin  all over the 

in dom s cities, and how the car dealers are bein  
accused for exa eratin  while importin  cars, he 
says
“If this was true, then I would not be able to sell the 
cars I import, and thus I would not re-import. Our 
country is developin ; we are able to sell all the cars 
we import. he overnment helped in that as well, by 
buildin  new main roads, like Riyadh and its airport. 
How many cars do you think it will absorb  here 
are experts for these thin s, and the overnment uses 
such experts in everythin  it does. If the overnment 
believes it is better to limit the number of cars, it will 
do so, because everythin  it does will be based on 
studies and plans. herefore, limitin  the number of 
cars is unlikely.

I expect the construction to reach the 
Makkah-Jeddah road:
“ here is a comprehensive development plan in the 

in dom; I expect the road between Makkah and 
Jeddah to be full of buildin s.
“I am ori inally from an Arab country. However, my 

randfather was born here, and so was my father and 
me. My home country is where I was born and raised. 

ake other Muslim countries for example, we love 
them and sympathize with them, but there is no place 
is like home
** On mass transportation, he says
“ his sector is still ne lected until now; people are 
still waitin  in ueues for the bus. he country still 
needs a lot.
** hen Sheikh Abdul Latif oes back to the property 
sector, sayin
“I buy most of my property to serve my employees. 
For example, I build  residential units, furnish 
them and make them completely ready for the em-
ployees.

I wake up at ve in the morning:
** On his daily schedule, he says
“I wake up at ve in the mornin . I o to my of ce at 

; sometimes I visit the branches before oin  to 
my of ce. I stay in the of ce until ve in the evenin . 
Sometimes I o home at two in the afternoon to have 
lunch, and occasionally I have my lunch delivered to 
me in the of ce. On hursdays, I stay home with my 
family. 
** About his opinion on poly amy
“God says, (But if you fear you will not be fair, then 
one).
** On travellin , and what it means to him
“ ravellin  is no lon er a problem like before. I do 
not travel unless it is necessary.

I support Al-Ittihad football team:
** About his interest in football
“We used to play in Al-Ittihad club,  years a o. I 
remember some ames were so ood we were very 
excited. Football developed drastically in here. I once 
saw our national football team on  and thou ht it 
was a forei n team; we beat Sweden, Syria and Ira . I 
still support Al-Ittihad.

Women’s participation is necessary:
** Sheikh Abdul Latif shares his opinion on Saudi 
women s participation and says
“Saudi women s participation is necessary. God did 
not make science and knowled e exclusive to men. 
God says, (We created you from a male and a female, 
and made you races and tribes, that you may know 
one another). We live in an a e where everythin  has 
to evolve. If a woman becomes a widow and has four 
children, she will be better off by ettin  herself a 
decent ob.
** And on our society, bein  ready to di est the idea 
of workin  women, he notes
“ he country is oin  in that direction. When they 

rst tried to make the soldiers wear military clothes in 
Riyadh, the soldiers refused. herefore, they asked the 
soldiers to wear the traditional ( hob) and put a acket 
over it, this was a wise move by the overnment 
because forcin  them was not oin  to have positive 
affect on the soldiers. hat was back in the days of 
His Ma esty in  Abdul Aziz, God bless his soul.
** His opinion on His Hi hness Prince Abdullah 
Al-Faisal  
“He is a noble and enerous man.
** About his relationships with the royal family, he 
says
“My brother and I used to visit His Ma esty in  
Faisal.

Old Jeddah:
** Sheikh Abdul Latif concludes our talk with the 
followin  impressions about old Jeddah, sayin
“I remember the houses used to consist of four sec-
tions, each contained a livin  room, a balcony and a 
closet. In addition to the (Makhlawan) where the fam-
ily used to set when they have women visitors. he 
house rent was for 25 Piasters. Water was so precious. 
Animals were mostly camels and donkeys. When we 
had runnin  water, I remember one thirsty animal 
drank too much water until it died. People were hav-
in  dif cult lives. It was so excitin  when drinkin  
water reached kitchens, that one house keeper said 
with astonishment that there is no salt in the water!

families were rich .

The seller keeps the empty bag:
“Every month, we used to receive two ships from In-
dia full of tea, our, rice or Indian spices. Another two 
ships from E ypt would brin  us cheese, halawa and 
olives. Such uantities were enou h to ful l Jeddah s 
needs for the whole month .
“ he competition was very simple; when you sold the 
rice you kept the empty ba . he ma ority of people 
were employees, and the mana er used to make 2  
Piasters.

Our games had seasons:
“We had seasons for ames. Around  to  ames, 
each one had its own season; one for football, another 
for ( abt) and one for (Bar on).

My friends passed away:
** About his best friends in school and life, Sheikh 
Abdul Latif says, “most of them passed away .

I worked as a lieutenant for free:
** After leavin  school, you entered the workin  life. 
Can you tell us about the rst sta e of your workin  
life
“My rst ob was in the Customs, as an apprentice, 
and that meant workin  for free to learn. hey used to 
send me to an employee who would ive me a note-
book, ust like in school. He would write somethin  
at the top of the pa e, and I would write the same all 
over the rest of the pa e; I used to repeat that  or  
times. I did not have any speci c ob ob ectives, but 
I knew that you could not reach the top by sittin  and 
doin  nothin . You have to make an effort; read a lot; 
work hard and look for challen es, instead of waitin  
for them to come to you.

 Piasters, my rst salary:
“After bein  an apprentice for one year, I was of -
cially hired with a salary of  piasters. My brother 
worked in Immi ration. I chose the Customs because 
my uncle was workin  there, and he encoura ed me to 
oin him. He explained to me that workin  there was 

excellent and that I could learn a lot. I spent one year 
movin  from one section to another in the Customs 
before I became a clerk. I stayed in the Customs for 
3 to 4 years, then moved to the Municipality for a 
year. After that, I moved to the Port where I worked in 
every department; tele raph, operator and wireless. I 
worked some shifts for 24 hours.

Treasurers in Jail:
** On why umpin  from one ob to another, he says
“Ambition! I kept thinkin  if I left my current ob, 
I would et a better one. It was motivation from 
within. he story of how I went back to workin  in 
the Customs is a ood example. I was a treasurer in 
the ele raph; and then came a period when I kept 
hearin  about some treasurer in some department 
bein  taken to prison. After many similar incidents, 
I thou ht it would be for my own ood to leave the 
treasurer ob, so I uit. I went to the Head of Customs 
and asked him as a favor, to take me back there. He 
told me that I should have been more patient, and that 
he already had one candidate who has been waitin  
for the approval for his ob for two years. After two 
days only, I received my approval, I was so lucky.

I went back to the Customs as an Inspector:
“ urin  my second time in the Customs, I worked 
as an Inspector. When a merchant brou ht his docu-
ments, the oods would be in the warehouse. I used 
to check that the documents and oods were identical 
then le them. It was a presti ious ob.
** he most prominent oods comin  to the kin dom 
at that time  He answers
“We received all kinds of oods in Jeddah; fabric, 
food, rice, mar arine and our. All that we needed, 
came our way. Food was not as it is today; it consisted 
of cheese products, olives, halawa and pickles.

Climbing the career ladder quickly is 
dangerous:
** On the suspicions surroundin  workin  in the 
Customs, the former customs employee Abdul Latif 
Jameel says
“Frankly, I used to follow the sayin ; a wise man 
learns from the mistakes of others. I witnessed the 
people who walked a strai ht path, and the ones who 
were manipulative. he latter ones went up so hi h 
then fell down to the bottom; but the ones who chose 
to walk a strai ht path went up on a solid base. hat is 
why I was rm in my ob.

I was nominated for the Head of Customs 
job and could not sleep:
“I was once nominated to head the Customs in Yan-
bu . I could not sleep because it was not an easy ob. 
Someone from the Ministry of Finance chose someone 
else instead of me. I thou ht of leavin  the customs 
because I felt it was unfair. However, I decided to 
keep one foot in my Customs  ob and put the other in 
trade. Only after my trade foot was stron , did I leave 
the Customs, and focused completely on trade.

My teachers were not perfect:
** Your teachers, are some of them still alive
“My teachers are still there. hey were not perfect, 
some of them had some bad manners, and they were 
not ood examples.

I have never asked anything from anyone:
** Sheikh Abdul Latif, how did you take the decision 
to uit your overnment ob  And were you married 
then
“I left my overnment ob at the a e of 2 . I was 
not married then, and that was due to the nancial 
situation. Men used to et married at an early a e 
back then.
** So you suffered from poverty
“Yes, but it was not really poverty; I lived a decent life 
and never needed anyone. In fact, I do not consider 
that it was poverty; I have never asked anyone to ive 
me anythin . My di nity and contentment steered the 
way I live. his is the real wealth, I have never lied 
or manipulated, and no one has ever iven me any 
money.

Merchants used to do smuggling:
** About the rst type of trade he did, Sheikh Abdul 
Latif says
“At that time, there was a war. It was of cially for-
bidden to import oods from abroad. he overnment 
would ive the instructions, overnments exported 

oods to other overnments. he Saudi overnment 
used to distribute these oods to some merchants in 
what used to be known as Supply. hen the overn-
ment ets the value of the oods.
“ here were unof cial ships brou ht in by sailors, not 
within the of cial manifest. You could buy from those 
ships  captains if you had a recommendation. It was 
all done unof cially. In the be innin , the overnment 
used to con scate such oods, but with the increasin  
needs of the country, the overnment allowed this 
practice. I traded with many thin s, startin  with spare 
parts.

I used to lose in everything I bought:
** Askin  him why he had chosen the tradin  eld, 
he replies
“It was my last choice. I was not plannin  to tell you 
about all of this, but since our talk has brou ht us 
here, I can tell you that I used to lose in everythin  I 

bou ht. Let me ive you an example, back in those 
days, the overnment used to take ownership of any 

oods left unclaimed by theirs owners for a certain 
period of time. he overnment decided one day to 
put all such oods for sale in an auction; I bou ht 
some oods worth  Riyals for only 4 Riyals, thinkin  
this would be a uaranteed pro t. After unpackin  
the oods, we found out it was incomplete and I lost 
2 Riyals.

I lost 1500 pounds in the sea:
 “In another occasion, I had a friend, who used to 
work with me in the Customs, called Ali. We were 
travellin  to Jizan, when he su ested that we take 
some oods with us to sell them there, and then buy 

oods from there to sell in Jeddah when we returned. 
I had around  E yptian pounds, my lifetime 
savin s after 2  years; I used them all to buy bracelets 
and similar accessories. Ali sold the oods in Jizan 
for 5  pro t; I thou ht that nally my bad luck was 
over. hen as planned, Ali used the entire amount we 
had from the sale ( 5  pounds) to buy sheep and 

rain from Jizan in order to brin  them back to Jeddah 
and sell them.

The sea swallowed all the sheep and 
grain:
“I was at my work in the Customs when Ali came to 
me in a very bad state. When I asked him what has 
happened, he told me the boat carryin  him and the 

oods had sunk in the sea. We lost everythin ; the 
sheep and the rain; all my money. his bad luck kept 
hauntin  me for a very lon  time; every time I traded, 
I would lose, but I never ave up . 

Loss made me more determined:
“Every time I ended up with a loss, I felt I made 
pro t. It was the youthful determination in me. I 
never thou ht of ivin  up. If God wants to push you 
forward, no one can push you backwords.
** Sheikh Abdul Latif continues his talk about his 
losses and earnin s while lookin  very con dent, he 
says
“I traded in spare parts for cars and was successful. 
We used to buy them cheaply and sell them for a hi h 
price. here were no price re ulations back then. 
We bou ht the spare parts from ships brin in  them 
from Suez in E ypt and from Sudan. Sailors used to 
import them and we used to sell them in Jeddah, until 
we opened a spare parts shop in Makkah after two 
years. We dealt in all kinds of parts until we had a 
warehouse. I traded in spare parts for 4  years.

I forced my brother to quit his job:
“ hat was 3  years a o. My brother Abdul Aziz had 
a ood position in the Ministry of Finance; he was a 

eneral inspector and had absolute authority to inspect 
any overnment department at any time he wished. I 
forced him to uit. I made him leave by convincin  
him that havin  your own business was always better 
than any ob.
** Has your work in the Customs had any in uence 
on your business
“Of course. I used to know what was needed in the 
market, what kind of oods were comin  to the coun-
try and the pro ts that could be made.

Reaching one million Riyals:
“We did not keep cash; we used to open bank credit 
with all the cash we had, to brin  more oods. We 
owned oods instead of cash at any iven time; even 
when we reached one million Riyals, which was a 
hu e amount at that time. I had put some basic rules 
in place and the million became millions. I kept on 
tradin  spare parts.

Every merchant has his turning point:
“Every merchant encounters some turnin  points in 
his life one way or the other. I do not believe it is a 
matter of effort. I believe in God s words (And you 
threw not, when you threw, but it was Allah who 
threw). It is all a blessin  from God, and nothin  can 
block God s blessin s. Whoever says he made it all 
by himself, does not know what he is talkin  about 
in my opinion. You do not make circumstances, they 
make you.

Land Rover had no competitor in the 
market:
** What were the circumstances that led to your 
wealth  
“It all was an inspiration from God. I was thinkin  
why the Land Rover had no competitor in our market. 

here should be another car for the same market.

I searched for a car to compete with 

Land Rover:
“I kept searchin  and sendin  messa es. I sent a mes-
sa e to someone I knew in Japan, askin  if he knew 
a car manufacturer that produced a car like Land 
Rover. He replied that there was a company in a bad 
condition because of the war, and that it was tryin  to 
make a ood comeback to business. He sent me their 
address and su ested that I try them out. I contacted 

them and they were willin  to try, and sent me one 
sample car. We sold that car to His Hi hness Prince 
(at that time) halid Bin Abdul Aziz. He bou ht it for 

 Riyals while its cost on us was 5 . It was the 
rst car I sold, makin  2  Riyals out of the sale.

I sold ve cars only:
“My next order was for ten cars, and then we re uest-
ed to be appointed as the of cial a ent. hey put a 
condition that we sell at least ten cars every year; we 
accepted and ot the a ency. We received ten cars, 
which turned out to be faulty; you would drive for 
only 3  Ms and then you could not keep holdin  the 
steerin  wheel. We sold spare parts as well, and that 
was very tirin ; you could face many problems. At 
the end of the rst year we sold only ve cars out of 
the ten, it re uired enormous effort to sell a car back 
then.

We received one faulty car back:
“I remember at that time, a man bou ht a car, then 
brou ht it back with some mechanical problem. We 
repaired it for him, and then he came back a ain 
with the same problem. We repaired it for him one 
more time, and took it back to Al- assim. After three 
months, he brou ht it back usin  a recovery truck and 
started be in  me to help him. He asked me to de-
duct any amount I want, but to take the car back and 

ive him the remainder of his money. He explained 
to me that in order for him to be able to buy the car 
for his work, he had to sell his furniture. I thou ht of 
the man s situation; he is more in need than I am. I 
took the car back and ave him the full amount he had 
initially paid for it. I repaired the car and sold it for 
its value.

Devotion to God is the key to success:
“At that time, His Hi hness Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal 
was the Minister of Interior. He was a kind and 

enerous man; he used to solve people s nancial 
problems from his own money, by payin  their debts 
to the complainants to et them out of prison. One 
day, I was at Prince Abdullah s ma lis, and there were 
some Bedouin sheikhs present as well. hey heard 
my name in the atherin  and came to me askin  if I 
was Abdul Latif Jameel. When I said yes, one of them 
said that he met so many people, but had never met 
anyone as kind as me. hen the prince remarked that 
he was sure the man wanted some favor from me to 
say such ood thin s about me, but the man replied 
that he did not want anythin  from me and that he was 
the man who returned his car, and how I ave him all 
his money back. I thou ht, if people do not for et my 

ood deeds, then how would God consider them  I 
believe a main factor for people s success is devotion 
to God.

The manufacturing company repulsed the 
competitors:
** Were there any competitors for Abdul Latif 
Jameel
“ here was the Land Rover, imported by Ibrahim 
Shaker who was a bi  competitor. After the success of 
our 4x4 car, many people tried to et the a ency from 
the manufacturin  company; but the company was 
very faithful and refused all such re uests. No one 
imported these cars other than us. he country was a 
desert, and the roads were not made by asphalt at that 
time. When someone wanted to travel from one place 
to another, he would face very dif cult conditions, 
because most of the cars would et stuck in the sand. 
Our cars would not have that problem; the 4x4 mech-
anism would et you out of any similar situation. his 
was a bi  marketin  tool for our cars.

My mother chose my wife for me:
“Around that period, I ot married. I was dreamin  of 
makin  a family. My mother searched for a wife for 
me until she found a suitable one. My rst child was 
a irl, then another irl, and the third was also a irl, 
then a boy, then after ten years I had my second boy. 
My eldest is now 4  years old, while my youn est is 
24 and still lives in Huston – USA. I was very happy 
with them; I found my happiness in providin  them 
with means of comfort and welfare. hanks God, my 
marria e is still oin  on.

Back to cars:
 ** Sheikh Abdul Latif oes back once a ain to the 
story of the ten cars, which were his rst order, he 
continues
“We were very patient and hard workin  until 
six years a o. Our business kept developin ; the 
consumption has increased drastically in the country, 
mainly due to the hu e development the country has 
witnessed.  

One should keep trying, and might not 
necessarily succeed:
“If you are convinced that somethin  is ri ht, leave 
the rest to God. I cannot be sure of anythin ; I work 
hard and leave it to God. One should keep work-
in  and tryin , there will always be a mountain of 
obstacles. For example, my brother Abdul Aziz and I 
were partners; we worked in tradin  and became very 
successful, but lost a lot of money in it as well, such 
as losin  the fuel transportation in the kin dom.

Sometimes I could not open a bank 

credit:
“We handled the fuel transportation alon  with Bin 
Laden; we were partners.  We also owned a brick 
factory, a bakery and many other businesses. Still, 
my brother and I found out that we were wron  about 
many thin s. I brou ht in many new thin s like the 

oyota a ency, which I took very seriously. I faced 
many obstacles; sometimes I could not open a bank 
credit for the cars. It was very tiresome.

The rst brick factory with modern 
machinery:
** About introducin  new industries, Sheikh Abdul 
Latif says
“I was the rst to introduce a brick factory with 
modern machinery, and the rst bakery with modern 
machinery as well, everythin  was electrical.  “Peo-
ple did not cooperate sometimes; it failed because of 
the lack of people available to work in it.

Then there was failure:
“People did not cooperate sometimes; failure hap-
pened due to the lack of people available to work in 
the businesses. A misunderstandin  also happened 
on book keepin  and not re isterin  the business 
properly
** And about how he mana ed to et the oyota 
a ency, he says
“It was the same company, and then came the cars 
opportunity. In the be innin , an order was issued 
disallowin  car imports for one year; and then thin s 
kicked off. We started with one bank credit line, 
then ten, then thirty. he market was weak in the 
be innin ; the rst complete order was 2  cars for 
three months.  cars a month. he company was 
happy with such an order. he car price was  
Riyals 2 years a o. hen we started brin in  small 
cars, each one for 5  Riyals. I can brin  you a 
brand new 5 model, but who would drive it  he 
cars imported to the in dom can be exported to any 
other country. he cars consumption in the in dom 
is very hi h.

I performed writing a couple of times:
“Whatever marketin  efforts we would make, it would 
not help in ettin  you to really know the car. I have 
extensive experience in cars; if you brin  en ineers to 
inspect a oyota car and try to nd any fault in it, they 
would not nd any. Not a sin le fault whether in the 
body or the mechanical parts.
** Re ardin  the fact that he keeps referrin  to verses 
of uran and lines of poetry, he replies
“I always love to read history, literature, the Holy 

uran and the meanin ful words. If I was not a busi-
nessman I would be a writer. I did writin  a couple 
of times. I still love readin  newspapers and books 
until now.

Literature did not compete with 
commerce:
** On bein  in uenced by some certain books, he 
answers
“I used to read Al-Mutanabi, Al-Manfalouti, Ahmed 
Shaw i and Al-A ad. However, Literature has never 
overcome business.
** And about his opinion on literature and which 
writers he likes, he says
“ here are many; Hussein Arab  ... Abdallah Oreif 
… We had a literature club at home. Abdallah Oreif, 
Mohammed Hasan Awwad and Hamza Shehata used 
to oin us in literature atherin s at home. I had stron  
relationships with them. We were friends and visited 
each other continuously and attended the atherin s 
they conducted.

I wish our journalism reached higher 
standards:
“ he thin  that I really wish for, that our ournal-
ism becomes world class; to perform on a hi her 
level with readers from abroad. What do the forei n 
newspapers have that ours do not have  It is not 
in the distribution, but in the development. here 
should be many professionals who would shape their 
impressions on the country and talk with people who 
are unable to talk.

My car:
“I use oyota Crown. For my transportation, I use the 
Cressida. he Crown is a very beautiful car. I used to 
have a Mercedes and a Rolls-Royce, but the Crown 
is nice and small, I could park it anywhere. I used to 
drive by myself a few years a o.

Life without problems is meaningless:
 ** Sheikh Abdul Latif Jameel then talks about life, 
sayin
“Life without problems is meanin less. One should 
overcome problems with patience.
** And about the factors that helped him becomin  
established, he says
“ ime and circumstances are what makes a person; it 
is all by the will of God. I had started from below zero 
and God was with me. I did not have anyone with me, 
and I was youn . I worked at an early a e, around 

. My parents were separated; we used to visit my 
mother every weekend. My stepmother was very kind 
and she treated me like her son.
** About friendship
“Everythin  is based on bene ts, even friendship. 
God promised humans with Heaven. Our life is built 
around money.
“Money is the key for everythin , even for friendship 
and fatherhood. It is not realistic to say otherwise. 
Friendship means that you assist your friend, that he 
avails bene t from you; this is friendship. I know that 
friendship brin s you losses and trouble sometimes, 
but as they say, it is better to be wron ed rather than 
to be wron ful; God is with the wron ed ones.
** On the main problems he encounters, Sheikh 
Abdul Latif says
“Problems are not all the same. (Whoever fears God, 
God will make a way out for him); the ones who do 
well towards God, et what they wish for. I would 
like to mention somethin , not to bra  about it, but 
I have established facilities for the poor, buildin s 
with shops. I am plannin  to build a city, housin  
pro ects.
** And on the contribution of Saudi businessmen in 
charities
“ hat is a result for ood citizenship and feelin  you 
have a duty towards your Saudi brothers. Payin  

akat is very important; it is your fellow citizens  
ri ht. Every person has duties towards his country, 
and has to make helpin  his brothers a main ob ective 
of his.
“Some businessmen mi ht feel they did enou h based 
on natural inheritance and for the sake of increasin  
livin  standards. People are raised on thin s they 
cannot later abandon. Everyone has his own way of 
investment; some invest outside the country, some 
invest in land and others put their money in the banks 
to use for forei n trade and bene t the country.  

I live to educate one of my fellow citizens:
“I have established a club for employees, and an 
institute next to it inau urated by His Hi hness Prince 
Ma id. his is how we serve our country; its bene t 
is our duty.
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